The Arabian Sport Horse In Hand

by Wendy Gruskiewicz

The year 2000 will bring an exciting addition for those who love the Arabian Sport Horse.  For the first time, an Arabian Sport Horse Division will be added to the American Horse Shows Association rule book.  The International Arabian Horse Association Sport Horse Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Molly Stapleton Stanley, has worked tirelessly to research and prepare the rules and score sheets for these classes.  Their efforts can now be enjoyed by all Arabian Sport Horse enthusiasts.


 The new In Hand classes are a halter class unlike any other Arabian halter class.  The Sport Horse In Hand class has been modeled upon the time honored European tradition of Sport Horse inspection.  Each horse will be presented on the triangle and be evaluated on correct conformation, movement specific to purpose, athleticism and temperament.  Yes, manners do count!


Judging duties will be taken by approved AHSA Dressage, Hunter or Sport Horse judges.  These judges will be looking for Sport Horse qualities.  This type of judge, outside of the usual Arabian circle, will very rarely know any of the handlers.  Exhibitors that still feel some judges occasionally judge handlers, not horses, can relax in this class!  This class will be very “user friendly”, eventually bringing in the throngs of amateur owner exhibitors that have recently flocked to the Hunter Pleasure class.  More participation in this recent day of declining entries will be a very good thing.


Conditioning a horse for an In Hand class is important.  As in any halter class, a properly conditioned horse will place better than one just pulled out of the pasture.  If your older horse is regularly ridden in a sport discipline, he is undoubtedly well conditioned for the in hand class.  Some special preparation needs to be taken with a young horse, not yet ridden.  The prospect must have enough shoulder and hindquarter muscle so that he can extend.  Pay particular attention to the back and topline.  The back needs to be muscled  and well filled in, hindquarters should be round (not a flat croup!) and well muscled.  A program of lightly longing or free longing a young horse in a low and round frame will produce good results.  Adding small cavalettis will encourage the horse to round his back up and engage the haunches.

Training the horse for the triangle is an important part of the overall presentation.  The triangle used for inspection will give the judge a perfect forum to assess the movement and scope of the entry.  
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Presentation begins at the point of the triangle where the handler stands the entry in an open position for inspection.  The open position is where the left fore is slightly ahead of the right fore and the left hind is slightly ahead of the right hind.  The horse should have a roundness to the croup and back, (this is not the class for a flat croup!) and all legs should be underneath the horse and visible from the left.  The head and neck should be carried in a natural position for that horse.  Try to avoid a “hollow” look to the back and never, ever, stretch the horse.  The entry must be quiet and well mannered, yet alert and responsive to the handler.
